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1 Welcome 

H. ROBAYE and J. GREUNSVEN welcome the participants. S. REITSMA shares the agenda for today’s CWE CG call. 
2 Update CWE projects
CEP implementation

J. GREUNSVEN provides an update on CEP implementation in CWE. All CWE members are in the transition phase to the target minimum MACZT capacities following Article 16 (8) of Regulation (EU) 2019/943. Transitory measures, such as action plans and derogations, allow a step-wise approach for reaching the minimum capacity of 70% ultimately by 31 December 2025. To maintain the trajectory to 2025, most CWE TSOs intend to submit an updated derogation for 2021. The currently still ongoing parallel runs of RTE and APG are then further explained:
P. TOURNET explains that the parallel run for France is ongoing since April. The process entails a validation of 70% minRAM value per CNEC. This is however not representative of the situation of January 1st, 2021. To further increase representativeness of the results, a new validation tool has been implemented over the course of the summer. First experiments had been done by experts. Since mid-September, this task is done by operators on a daily basis. The aim is to provide the results of this parallel run by the of Q4 2020 (data sharing will be detailed at a later stage) via a RTE data platform. J. LE PAGE remarks that it is important that data is published as widely as possible, so that all parties have access to the data and not just French speaking parties with access to the RTE data platform. This is duly noted. Y. PHULPIN remarks market parties are keen on having ex ante analyses and outline of expectation for the operational implementation of evolutions of capacity calculation methodologies so that the level of capacities can be anticipated. 

C. JACHMANN explains that the parallel run for Austria is also ongoing. The process of providing minimum capacities is more complex for APG because of the additional bidding zone borders with non-CWE countries, adding complexity to the validation process. He stresses that the APG parallel run is a voluntary process to create additional insights into the minRAM values. On request of H. ROBAYE, C. JACHMANN explains that the work on the industrialized tooling is still ongoing. Additionally, a derogation for next year will be requested to mitigate loop flows and PST flows. J. LE PAGE remarks that the publication of information was discussed in the last CCG (15/06/2020) and that updates on transparency plans are expected. This comes with the additional highlight that MPs are interested in at least the publication of information to be shared with the regulators. If there is no voluntary submission on APG sides, he requests E-control to publish the information. C. JACHMANN explains that currently no representative data is available, so nothing could be shared for the time being. 
For the outlook in 2021, C. JACHMANN explains that the discussions are ongoing for the derogation in 2021. The aim is to update the derogation with considerations of loop flows and PST flows, with the aim to mitigate especially the lack of coordination on non-CWE borders. These methodologies will be included in the process to determine the capacities on the borders. On request of Y. PHULPIN, C. JACHMANN explains that the main update on the PST methodology will focus on the non-CWE PST-flows, which can be considered as unscheduled flows. Broader for the NTC borders, these will be taken account the determine the overall cross border capacities, in line with the ACER guidance.

J. GREUNSVEN continues the discussion by explaining the outlook for CEP implementation of the Netherlands. The action plan will follow the defined trajectory and incremental changes have been made to the operational tooling based on the experience gained. 

A. DANTHINE presents the status for Belgium. A new derogation has been submitted with many of the same items such as the previous one. The exception is the removal of the derogation related to a lack of RD potential in outage situation, as there was no further need for it.

P. TOURNET highlights the outlook for France. It is not foreseen to not request a derogation for the CWE region in 2021, although it may be requested for other borders. 

O. VU DAC explains that it is hard for MPs to create a five-year outlook for the minRAM values that are planned to be applied and request TSOs to share such an overview. C. JACHMANN explains that the overview is shared in the MESC, to the extent current possible. C. VAN CAMPENHOUT adds that the process is too complex to share a static value per country per year, also because of the transition to Core and the different ways of calculating the minRAM throughout the derogations and action plans in place. Hence, an analysis of the data already published om JAO provides the best insight. 

From the market parties it is inquired whether CWE TSOs are able to perform a SPAIC assessment on the effects of the derogation and action plans for 2021. J.GREUNSVEN responds that TSOs understand that this would help market parties, but that such an assessment can in any case not be done before January 2021 given that there is not yet full clarity about what derogations will apply in 2021, and that it is doubtful whether there is then still added value of such a SPAIC if the new situation is already in operation. 
P. GIESBERTZ requests for further updates on the Core CCM implementation and the impact of Nordlink interconnector. J. GREUNSVEN answers that the European Commission gave guidance that the implementation of the Interim Coupling Project has to be prioritized before the Core CCM, together with a timeline that Core FB DA CC should be brought live by February 2022. TSOs and NRAs are currently discussing this guidance. To manage expectations, MPs should not easily expect Core developments to be transferred to CWE, although CWE TSOs actively look for such opportunities. For Nordlink, a dedicated webinar will be organized by TenneT and BDEW where further information on the implementation of Nordlink will be provided. J. Greunsven offers to forward the invite for this webinar to the CCG distribution list. Nordlink is an external border for CWE and therefore does not impact the CWE methodology and parameters like ALEGrO for example does, but there could be an impact on CWE as flows over Nordlink might change the basecase and reference flows as used within CWE DA FB CC. A light SPAIC assessment is being performed to asses this impact, which will be published in due time (unfortunately, no publication date is available yet). MPs urge for the rapid publication of SPAIC results as capacities for Nordlink will soon be released. 
3 Updated CWE approval package
J. GREUNSVEN reminds MPs on the updates made to the CWE FBMC approval document for CEP and ALEGrO implementation. The updates are made for the DA and ID timeframe, as well as the CIA methodology. 
A. DANTHINE presents the update for the DA process. It mainly consists of the introduction of evolved flow based approach, the extended LTA exclusion, update of CEP minRAM, and annexes about the mathematical background for the extended LTA formulation and the flow based plain documentation. 

P. TOURNET explains that the updates for the ID timeframe are mainly to allow for the new CEP minRAM methodology (for details and discussion, please refer to the dedicated agenda item).
H. HAIDER explains that the main change for the methodology is to incorporate the ALEGrO interconnector. In addition, further analysis on the impact of the DE-AT BZB and of ALEGrO have been added in annex.

On behalf of CWE NRAs, A. GÉRARD shares their view as presented in the NRA Common Position Paper. It is reminded that the introduction of ALEGrO and the CEP have been merged in order to keep the process efficient. For the DA timeframe, the main addition to be made to TSO feedback is that the switch to Flow Based Plain has been decided to comply with updated regulation, performance needs, and MP feedback. O. VU DAC requests to also apply the evolved flow based approach to PSTs, to maximize welfare. It is clarified that there a currently no discussions ongoing about its implementation in CWE but could be discussed in the ENTSO-E and MESC forums. 

Although NRAs regret that capacities in ID will be less than hoped for, a good compromise has been found with the current implementation. Additionally, the approach is a good interim step towards the Core CCR. There will be no regression compared the pre-CEP ID capacities.
For CIA updates have been made to address the new BE-DE/LU bidding zone border, and to address particular cases for decoupling and spanning. 
CWE NRAs expect the remainder of CWE to be with stable performance and ID ATC capacities.
After the presentation of CWE NRAs, J. GREUNSVEN presents the answers/positions of CWE TSOs in response to the expectations as included by CWE NRAs in their common position paper. No questions were raised on this. 
4.   Upcoming changes ID ATC computation

P. TOURNET explains that with higher minRAM values progressively applied in DA, ID ATC extraction of the remaining capacities would also result in higher rates of virtual capacities provided for ID. However, system security would be at risk if a high level of virtual capacities is provided to ID as closer to real time less Remedial Action are available and there is less time to coordinate it remedial actions. Hence, the extraction for CEP ID ATC will be done on a CWE 20% minRAM domain, instead of the full FB domain calculated in CWE FB DA. 
It is discussed whether LTA inclusion should be taken into account for the ID capacity calculation. LTA inclusion is introduced in the DA market to ensure that all LTRs can always be fully remunerated with DA congestion income, and therefore as such it is not required to also be applied for ID. Therefore, TSOs should perhaps reconsider to not apply this for ID.

In the discussion, TSOs explain that this follows the current extraction process from an LTA-included FB domain. Furthermore, the LTA inclusion can only lead to increase the “Virgin” Final FlowBased Domain so generally to give higher value of the extracted ID ATC. Even after the Extended LTA Inclusion will be put in place, a Final FlowBased Domain with LTA inclusion (previous method) will still be calculated at the end of the process, so the feasibility of this ID ATC extraction with LTA inclusion is always possible.
So although it is true that there is no (financial) need for TSOs to apply LTA inclusion in ID, TSOs do not particularly understand the request from Market Parties to reconsider the application of LTA inclusion in ID CC as the LTA inclusion obviously goes into the direction of increasing the ID capacity which should be to the benefit of market parties. 
5.     Other CWE developments
A. DANTHINE reminds MPs that the date for implementation of Flow Based Plain is on 03/11 (allocation day, business day 04/11). The pedagogical material has been shared with MPs and is published on the JAO message board. 

6. ALEGrO project
G. ETIENNE informs MPs that the commissioning tests for the ALEGrO interconnector have started, keeping the project on track. The technical go-live is foreseen on 03/11. The commercial is expected by mid-November. The commercial capacities will start with DA capacity with the ID ramp-up starting after three weeks. Long term allocation will start with monthly allocation. Yearly allocation is still to be decided. 

G. ETIENNE continues by presenting the results of the ALEGrO parallel run. The results are presented in both plain and intuitive to allow for comparison in the current and future situation in CWE. There were some issues during the capacity calculation. These dates are highlighted on JAO (e.g. issues with applying the CEP 70% minRAM). The LTA value used as hypothesis is 400 MW. 

Answering a question of S. MESSA, it is explained that the price of virtual hub are not important in the overall price formulation. The results of the parallel run show that inclusion of ALEGrO in the capacity calculation allows for a partial utilization of the cable, which allows for an overall increase in capacity and social welfare.   
7. AOB
Backfilling the virgin flow based domain
O. VU DAC requests TSOs to also backfill the virgin flow based domain. A. DANTHINE explains that this is technically not possible, as the data was not available before. 
Static grid model

MPs request CWE TSOs to update the static grid model (some TSOs would have performed a last update quite some time ago), and to align the static grid models with each other. TSOs  clarified that publishing the static grid model is an individual responsibility, but that CWE TSOs have aligned on a template for the static grid model, such that TSOs publish the same types of information in their static grid models. MPs are invited to contact TSOs directly in case they identify that a static grid model was updated more than 6 months ago.
MPs also suggest to further harmonize the static grid models and aim for joint publications of the grid models for Core FB DA CC. TSOs refer MPs to the Core Consultative group to address this topic there.
Next meeting

The next CCG meeting will be scheduled by spring of 2021. 
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